
final minutes 
 

State Drug Treatment Court Advisory Committee Meeting 

10:00 a.m. • Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

Legislative Council Conference Room • 3rd Floor Boji Tower 

124 W. Allegan • Lansing, MI 

 
Members Present:      Members Excused: 
Judge William Ervin, Chair       Judge Amy Ronayne Krause, Chair 
Judge Susan L. Dobrich (via teleconference)    Jesse Billings 
Andrew Konwiak       Judge Harvey Hoffman 
Douglas Lloyd       Janette Kolodge 
Judge Frederick Mulhauser      Sheriff Thomas Reich 
Dr. Jessica Parks       Stacy Salon 
Mark Risk                                          
Gary Secor 
Judge Jodi Switalski 
Judge Raymond Voet        

Mark Witte 
  
I. Call to Order 
Judge Ervin served as Chair of today’s meeting. He called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.  
 

II. Roll Call 
The Chair asked the clerk to take the roll. A quorum was present and absent members were excused. 
 
III. 2015 Reappointment Recommendation 
The Chair announced that since the last meeting, Stephanie Drury submitted her resignation due to a change in her 
employment. A discussion of possible candidates for the probate officer representative followed. Judge Switalski 
recommended Angela Reid who is a master’s level probation officer and has been on the ground floor of the drug 
treatment courts and the veterans’ treatment court in Oakland County. Judge Switalski will talk to Ms. Reid and have 
her submit her resume to the Committee. Dr. Parks recommended Heidi Cannon who is a probation officer in 
Lenawee County and has extensive knowledge about the ignition interlock program. Mr. Risk agreed that having a 
member with knowledge of the ignition interlock program would be very helpful. Dr. Parks will have Ms. Cannon 

submit her resume to the committee clerk. A discussion of the candidates will be added to the next meeting agenda. 
 
The Chair provided an update on the reappointment of Janette Kolodge. He reported that although we are aware that  
Ms. Kolodge responded to a questionnaire she received from the Senate Majority Leader’s office, the Committee has not 
received any information regarding a decision being made to reappoint her to the Committee. He assured members that 
they will be notified of any new developments.   
 
IV. Minutes of the August 11, 2015 Meeting 
The Chair directed attention to the proposed minutes of the August 11, 2015 meeting and asked if there were any 
changes. There were none. Mr. Witte moved, supported by Mr. Risk, to approve the minutes of the  
August 11, 2015 SDTCAC meeting as presented. There was no objection. The motion was unanimously 
approved. 
 
V. Confidentiality of Court Orders in Drug Courts 
Dr. Parks provided information on confidentiality of court orders in drug courts (see attached memo) and presented 
an overview of the issue. She inquired if this is something the Committee would like to look into further. A discussion 
followed. Judge Mulhauser moved, supported by Judge Switalski, that the Committee take no action on 
recommending changes to the statute to provide that court orders for individuals ordered into a drug 
court and who are not eligible for a deferral do not reference drug treatment court. There was no 
objection. The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
VI. Subcommittee Updates 
The Chair called on each subcommittee chair for an update. 
 
Affordable Health Care Act Impact Subcommittee:  Mr. Witte had no report as there have been very few developments 
related to the rollout of the Affordable Health Care Act in Michigan. He noted that some effort is being made to identify 
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which of the benefits that were expanded under Healthy Michigan actually apply to persons with substance abuse 
disorders. Once that is defined by the State, the subcommittee will meet and come back with a report.  
 
Defense Attorney Participation Subcommittee:   
Mr. Risk had no update to report. 
 
Funding Alternative Subcommittee:   
Judge Hoffman was not present so no report was given. 
 
Juvenile Issues Subcommittee:   
Judge Mulhauser reported that the juvenile family court judges’ project his court has been participating in to develop best 
practices for juvenile drug courts may have a final report and recommendations in January. He anticipates the report will 
contain some recommendations with regard to shortening and narrowing the focus of juvenile drug court programs.  
Mr. Secor raised the issue of removing 17 year olds from adult courts. Discussions of shortening the length of time a 
juvenile participates in a program and adding a trauma component to the comprehensive assessments being conducted to 
develop a participant’s recovery program followed.              

 
Judge Dobrich noted that there is no family dependency court subcommittee and suggested one be established. A 
discussion followed. Mr. Risk moved, supported by Judge Mulhauser, to create a family dependency court 
subcommittee. There was no objection. The motion was unanimously approved. The Chair appointed  
Judge Dobrich as Chair with Judge Ervin and Mr. Risk as members. 
  
Legislative Subcommittee:   
Judge Hoffman was not present to provide an update, however, Judge Dobrich shared information about legislative 
efforts looking at Good Samaritan laws for juveniles. Judge Switalski also noted that the House just passed a bill to tax 
and regulate marijuana. Judge Voet reported a bill to legalize marijuana has also been introduced.  
 
Marijuana Subcommittee:   
Judge Voet reminded members of the ballot proposals being circulated and a bill introduced to legalize marijuana. He also 
shared that he attended a presentation by a State Police captain on the Colorado experience. Key highlights Judge Voet 
took away from that presentation are that the marijuana lobby is very well funded, the marijuana sold through Colorado 
dispensaries is highly potent, and the marketing seems to be geared toward children. A discussion followed.  
Judge Switalski indicated that she will share some of the major studies out on medicinal cannabis and its use as a harm 
reduction strategy to Opioids and a publication regarding the use of marijuana by veterans with PTSD. Judge Dobrich 
reported that MADCP conference in March will hold sessions on the use of assisted medications.  
 
Veterans Treatment Court Subcommittee:   
Judge Switalski will continue to work on a proposed letter to the legislature to expand participation of veterans in treatment 
courts. 
  
Vision Subcommittee:   
Judge Hoffman was not present at today’s meeting. No update was given. 
 
VII. Funding Update 
The Chair called on Dr. Parks for a funding update. Dr. Parks reported that all of the grants are out and contracts are coming 
back in. She noted that they were able to get a carry forward of unspent funds from FY 2015 to FY 2016 which helped 
restore some of the federal funding cuts. She cautioned that these funds cover only one year and, since cuts to federal 
funding are expected to continue, there may be less funds available for next year. Mr. Secor distributed a handout he 

prepared on problem-solving court grants and funding (attached to these minutes.) A discussion of the restrictions on grant 
funding followed and Judge Mulhauser inquired if there are efforts the Committee can make to open discussions to 
restructure specialty court funding. Identifying key legislators to meet with was suggested as a first step. Judge Dobrich 
suggested that it is also important that the Committee develop a consistent message before meeting with legislators. The 
Chair suggested that Judge Voet, Judge Switalski, and Judge Mulhauser talk to Joe Bauman from SCAO and come back at 
the next meeting with a recommendation as to what the Committee should do. He asked them to send whatever they put 
together including a list of talking points to the committee clerk so that it can be distributed to the SDTCAC members before 
the next meeting.  
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VIII. Public Comment 
The Chair asked for public comment. Mr. Jim Casha of Ontario, Canada, spoke as an advocate for children with fetal 
alcohol syndrome. There were no other public comments. 
  
 
IX. 2016 Proposed Meeting Dates 
The Chair announced that in keeping with the Committee’s target to meet quarterly, January 19, April 19, July 19, 
and October 18 are the meeting dates proposed for 2016. There was no objection to these dates.  
 
X. Next Meeting Date 
The Chair announced that the next SDTCAC meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
XI. Adjournment 
There was no further business. Judge Mulhauser moved, supported by Judge Voet, to adjourn the meeting. 
There was no objection. The motion was unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned at 11:38 a.m. 
 

 
 

(Minutes approved at the January 19, 2016 SDTCAC meeting.)
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